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– GenoExplorers Seeks to Introduce Middle School Students to Genetics Concepts Through Interactive Learning –

 

BOSTON--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Today the Biogen Idec Foundation announced a $250,000 grant to East End House to develop, implement and
evaluate an interactive out-of-school-time (OST) genetics program for middle school youth in Cambridge. The new program, known as GenoExplorers,
will offer hands-on experiments, collaboration with local scientists and field trips that aim to introduce youth to the science of genetics. The program will
include a visit to the Biogen Idec Community Lab, a state-of-the-art classroom offering a real-world laboratory experience for teachers and students
where they can interact with Biogen Idec scientists and conduct engaging experiments using cutting-edge technology. The program will initially reach
approximately 150 students.

This grant underscores the commitment of the Biogen Idec Foundation to contribute to the vitality of the Cambridge community, with an emphasis on
innovative ways to promote science literacy and encourage young people to consider scientific careers. Funds will enhance and expand East End
House’s award-winning curriculum and advance its research about the efficacy of community-based organizations for providing OST experiences in
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The Biogen Idec Foundation has been partnering with East End House on STEM
programming as well as family support services for more than 10 years. The Foundation’s support has included funding, collaboration on curriculum
development and opportunities to partner with Biogen Idec employee volunteers .

“The Biogen Idec Foundation and East End House share an ongoing commitment to STEM education in our community through innovative
programming,” said Tony Kingsley, Chairman, Biogen Idec Foundation. “The GenoExplorers program will help engage youth through extensive
hands-on learning and experimentation, encourage long-term educational curiosity and advancement, and ultimately inspire our next generation of
STEM leaders to pursue their passions and succeed.”

“We know that community centers are powerful partners in shaping the lives of young people,” said Michael Delia, East End House President and
CEO. “GenoExplorers will impact youth right here in Cambridge, and it will also engage other community-based organizations nationwide in the effort
to prepare youth with STEM skills for the 21st century workforce.”

The program, which will officially launch this fall, will ultimately last four hours per week for 35 weeks during the school year, and nine hours per week
for four weeks during the summer. The goal is to expand the program to additional centers in the coming years, creating a national OST program.

About The Biogen Idec Foundation, Inc.

The Biogen Idec Foundation’s mission is to improve the quality of peoples' lives and contribute to the vitality of the communities in which the company
operates, with a special emphasis on innovative ways to promote science literacy and encourage young people to consider science careers. Additional
information about the Biogen Idec Foundation can be found at: http://www.biogenidec.com/citizenship_biogen_idec_foundation.html

About Biogen Idec

Through cutting-edge science and medicine, Biogen Idec discovers, develops and delivers to patients worldwide innovative therapies for the treatment
of neurodegenerative diseases, hemophilia and autoimmune disorders. Founded in 1978, Biogen Idec is the world’s oldest independent biotechnology
company. Patients worldwide benefit from its leading multiple sclerosis therapies, and the company generates more than $5 billion in annual revenues.
For product labeling, press releases and additional information about the company, please visit: http://www.biogenidec.com/

About East End House

East End House community center uses a holistic approach to promote the well-being, academic achievement, and successful transition to adulthood
of children and youth from under-resourced families in Cambridge and surrounding communities. As part of the approach, East End House provides
support services to a diverse population, from infants to seniors, to strengthen family and community. Core programs include Child Care; School Age
and Middle School Out of School Time Programs; High School Out of School Time Program; Emergency Food Program; Senior Programming;
Resources and Referrals; and Community Events and Outreach. Each program has rigorously managed outcomes and strives to help all consumers
reach their full potential.
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Biogen Idec Media Contact:
Biogen Idec
Amanda Galgay, 781-464-3260
Public.affairs@biogenidec.com
or
East End House Contact:
East End House
Michael J. Delia, 617-876-4444
Michael@eastendhouse.org
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